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AWFUL
CALAMITY.

hnstown Wiped Qut!

E CAMBRIA

IRON WORKS A

COMPLETE WRECK!!

>

¢ ~0ld Feeder” Dam Gives Way Carrying
Death and Destruction Through the
Conemaugh Valley.

————e—tp—

DM 3000 TO 5000 PEOPLE REPORTED DROWNED

- —

w's Thaily Ierakd—Estra,

t awful calamity that has

, visited on the country for
< occurred at Jolmstown sbout
clock vesterday evening, re-
e 1 the l‘i)ﬂilll'?l(‘ destruction
t thriving city, and the death
rede of men, women and
The old feoder dam,

the days of the old State
wi used to supply the canal,
te. For more than 30 years
peanle of Johngtown have been
the breaking of this dam,

i unilinrity with the danger
rolbed it of its tervors, so that
deluge came upon the doomed
mexpectedly as it was un-
Thisdam was more than

it feet in Jength and 75 feot in
fi. The immense body of wa-
whed with swhal force down
nerrow ravine in which rons
th Fork Creek imto the Cone-
gl Almost in & Sash the space
the hills was filled with a

ne, =seething flood, and a solid
water many fect bigh moved
ng rapidity on the fated

in the course ol the
ked like cgp-shells,
frugmnents in an instant
d as driftwood on the bosom
be waters. When the flood
k Fast Conemnugh the dwel-
md business houzes along its
were picked up like ehips and
od downward : house after house
n m the :_'rip of the gial.l.
ps it fell acted as a
ring.ram to drive down s
tbore | the bridges at Eust Con-
gl and the station were shot
1 their foundations, and the vast
of drilt, 1o which clung men,
st and  elildeen, dashed on
| they  cocountered the solid
earch of the I R. R ll!’id&"';
bridee eorved us & barrier for
1, and the ruins of house al~
dashed against it un-
piled in o mass a mile
ngth ; over the obstruction, and
¢ Cambria City and Morrell-
carrving death and destrue-
everywhere, sped the mad wa-

ey were

ININGS OF DISASTER.
bout ene o'clock whitefaced
cigers pushid  throngh  the

tr of Jolmstown and screamed
arning to the inhabitants of the
med o ny to fiee 1o the Lighost
s, Through the valley of
maugh spread the warning by
ngers, | 'rnph! rush-
ol their houses seeking safoty
he higher grounds, but all were
able to get there. Horrilile
es ensued when the bill of wat-
ame  rol with irresistable
wthe, overwhelming the lower
s of the town and sweeping

1 ==

thiing

houses iu the vast masa of

kage in which were handreds
ipe=s homan beines
l 1

and the debris of their
s came floating down fn Tl

view of the affrighted peopls along
the bunkz. Telegrmphic advices
were recvived from Jolnstown from
Misz Hortele, a lady operator there.
AL 6 o'clock she wired :

4 Munt lraice, the waler i coming
l'ﬂ. Gud f'y'.”

This was the last word received
from the doomed city.

.-

that the residents suceceded in
reseuing five people from  the food
—two women and three men. Oue
man suceeeded in getting out of the
water. They were kindly taken
care of by the people of the town.

A little girl IHI.‘N‘t]. under the
bridge just before dark.  She was
kneoling on a part of a foor and
had ber hunds clasped as ifin pray-
er. Every effort was made o save
her but they all proved futile. A
railroader who was standing by re-
marked that the piteous appearanee
of the little wail brought tears to
his eyes.

Mr. Robert Piteairu, Supt. of the
Pittsburgh Division of the Penusyl
vania Railroad, telegraphed to Pitts-
burgh, as follows:

New Fionexce, May 31, 10:56
p. x.—Ju going to the trouble, with
water west of Lilly's, 1 coald not
et further than Sang Hollow. Our
tracks west of this point are also
obstructed. While at Sangz Hol-
low over 100 people, men women
and children, passed there on de-
biris; seven were recovered at Sang
Hollow, two at Conemaugh Furnace
and two here. Only forty-seven of
the 100 aud over passed here
From my supervisor, who was at
Johnstown, 1 learn that Jolnstown
is literally wiped out. Our track
between Jolinstown and Conemungh
is filled with buildings and drift 40
feet high or more, which is on fire.
ANl our tracks, ns I bave said,are
badly blocked between Sang Hol-
low and Johnstown. [ fear there
will be terrible suffering among
those saved, which should be ve-
licved as soon as possible. Iu the
interest of kumanity 1 think a pub-
lic meeting should be called early
tomorrow to send food. clothing,
ete., to these poor people, which we
will be glad to forward to Joba-
stown and neighborhood ns soon as
we get a clear track there,

Ropert Prroams.

g s
| Special o \he Dally Herald.

Pirrssvrcy, June 1.—All hotels
and telegraph offices st Johustown
are stiltinundated, No names of

| missing persons yet received ; Cam-
| bria Iron Works complete wreck.
| estimated fully two thousands lives
‘ lost. sparon.

e —
Bpecial to the Dally Hemld.

| Prrrsuvncs, June 1—The dis-
aster at Johnstow= is appalling be-
yond desription ; our reports are o

¢ points below, the bodies of | meagre than we cin give you noth

| ine definite before morning.
3 . J. H.

A later report from Lockport says |

erset ler
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FRIENDS IN THE FLOOD.

The feeling of suspense that took
hold of the community on receipt
of the first rumors of the aw-
ful calamity at Jolwstown, has
grown and spread, until the whole
town seems under a pall.  Scareely
u fuwily here but had one or more
of its members living in Jolmstown.
All day long the streets lave been
| filled with ashen-faced people ask-
(ing for wews from friends,

ott to & horse, which swam 1o s place of
safetr.

Milt Young, snother Somerset man,

Jack Caoffroth went over tothe Haolbert
Houase this moming, and assisted in re-
moving seven bodies. He maw (wo wo-
men laken from a ol of wreckage, still
alive.

Telegrams received from Hooversville
a7 o'clock this evening, announce the

n‘"".uf Raockwood, when last seon, was with |

escape of Frank MeDonald, “ Tip ™ Parks
and Charley Ridinger. M. H. Hartzell,

gess Wellley consnlted a number of | McDonald, in Jobustown., He has not |

fgard to ealling a public mecting 1o

people to do to rolieve the sufler
ing and destitetion.  Itwasthought
best not issoo the call mmtil more
definite noews was received.  Learn-

I_«‘rllliu:: a reporter to the seene, the
{ buress sont & rognest with him  to

could find in Jolmstown 2end word
as to whot was best 1o bhe done.
The Somerset and Cambria Rail-
road is bocked and all telegraphie
communication is cut off. All day
long telegrams have been  pouring
in on people bere from all pagls of
[the country asking after fricnds
tknawn to have been in Jolnstown.
— .
Postimaster J. K. Coflfrith, came in vn
|the 4 p.w. train from Johnstown, He
|9u_=-u that be was standing on the old
Bedfonl Pike near where the & & (. R.
cromses; raw the mighty vosh of wa-
| ter coming and ran up the shrapt “Green
THEN as fast us s legs would earry bim.
Froin hore he had a full view of the aw-
ful seene. The great volame of water
cnme rushing twenty feet high, sweeping
evervihing belore it. Buildings toppled
aver like paper boxes and were ourried
by the eurrent with frightful speed.
Thoasandsf wen, wowen sid children
were rupning for the hill on which he
was standing, to essipe from the terrible
death that was bearing down on them
with lightoing spesd. Han Insds were
overtilien by the angry waters, and weve
swept away when within a few fect of
wifety, The few wen on the hill with
Mr, Coffroils used every effurt st their
command 10 nsist the lerrorsiricken
people.  Doseus wene belped out of the
water just 5s they wems about to be car-
ried away by the resistless cnrrent, In
{the course of & ball boor the hundreds
of frame Luildings that hud leen swept
by came floating up the Slonyereck,
thelr downwanl course baving been
checked by the mussive slone bridge of
the Penms lvanin Railrond Cowspany,
which seted ssa dan, and forced the
water back up the Blonycreek for adis-
tanco ¢f meveril miles
Not o bailding in the pew town of
Moxham was leflt standing on its found-
ation ; all were floating about in the
swollen river, Alinmost every houss eon-
tainesd frown twe to a dozen poople ond
their shricks for help were agoniziog to
hesr. On the side of oneoptarned baild-
ing wore a mon and four smali ehiidren,
wll on their knees praying for deliverance
from the terrible death before them. Their
uppeuling prayers oooald Le distinetly
hean! by those on the Lill top, who were
powezless to uesist them.,

All might long owen, women and chii-
dren, by the thousands, were running ap
and down the river banks, carrying len-
ters and lamps, searching for their
fricnds

M Benford, her danghter and son,
Lou, of the Hulbert House, are thought
o becertainly drowned. Oat of the forty-
two people in their hotel only eight wore
mved. Among these ane Postmuster Cof-
froth snd Frank Benford, the manmager of
the honse, A dunghiter of John H. Hos
ton, of Somenset, wis a domostic in this
botel ; pothing bas boen heard of ber,

Col, Johe P. Linton, the most promi
pent alioroey 18 Cambria county, and
his entire family, excspting “Rabe,” who
is in Somenet, arc reported mising.

Clark Benford and wife were carried
trom otie building to ancther by the wa-
ter ; both were saved

A passenger triin on the P I R, from
the cast eame dsshing around the curve
jnet a few rods from tie Johnstown sta-
tion, nad man into the sea ahesd. Noth-
ing bz yet boen learned of the traln or
its pemongers.  All are supposed to have
perished. Freight cars from the €. & G
were cartied down into the heari of the
town, and are still standing there.

Will Endsley and Foster Walter soughit
ahelter on the roof of the Hulbert Tlouse
when that building was swept from un-
der them, They swam across the sireet
to the Louiher building and were saved

Kothing han been learoed of Ferg Par-
ker or Roseell ULL

A young sea of John Kifer, of Somer-
set, who i employed in a Jolinstown
Jivery stable, saved his life Iy holding

ing that the Dany Herap was| oo

B the most prominent citizens in re-| yet boen bheard from. [

Mr. W, W. Enable the postal agent ou

S “'hal ll was pmib'._l ror our Lhe 8, & R R., g"l\‘ﬁ i g‘n\pl.ir l']i'.‘l'fi]"i

tion of the fload and ite atiendant horrore)
Hemye: The waters were bigher in|
Jubnstown yesienlay moming than ever
kanown before; the filling up of the banks |
of the river muake aspring flood wo an-
oconrrence ; skitls were goinglabout |
the streeis and extemporized maiis and i

fllonts were to be seen on every side;]

-, 1
have any responsible person helevery one took it good nataredly and

wiide gport of it.  Finding that the rail-|
road was blocked and that there was no |
chance of my getting out thut day 1

started up toward my rooms on upper |
Muin street. Swopping at Curt Camp- {
bell's drug store, | stepped in fora few

minnies chal. At dinner time Fridoay

the waler had risen so that T eould not |
go to my botel without a soukingso [oon- |
cloded 1 spesdd the afternoon with Mr,
Campbell. Shortly before 4 o'clock | was
&t the Joor and saw the water cowe Jown
the cross street io ao almost perpendicu.
lar wall twenty feot in hightl: ; buildings
were erushied like egg shiells ; frme and
brick alike going down inthe mad rush |
of thetorrent. The boilding in which |
Charles Grillith's I'-’Ug Store, the old
Frazier stand, wes one of the fist on
Main street 10 go down ; building alter
buildiog on that side of Mrin street went
down notil the ones left stunding were
the front part of the Merchants Hotel,
Ben's maloon snd John Stenper's -1ryl
goods store on the other side of the street,

the upper end of the Fenn Hock was
kuocked out ; from there to, and includ-
ing, John Thomas' store building every-
thing, with the exception of u part of the

HUNDRELSOFLIVES

SWEPT FROM THE FACE OF
THE EARTH,

A DAM GIVES WAY.

Carrying Death and Destruc-
tion With It.

—_——

JOUSTOWN,PA,WIPED OUT

People Floating Down the River
Shrieking for Help.

Same of the & 1nd. bable—The
Work of Rescus Golng Oun—No Trabne
Able to Reaeh the Scene and All Other
Pirect Communication Cut Off—As
sintance Asked for by Superintendent
Pitentra.

MMagrsnene, Juno 1,—An extensive
lardd slide is reported at Lillys station.
The water in said to be ten feet over the
Pennsylvania railroad tracks,

Brapoook, Pa., June 1L.—Telégraph
wires are down or unworkable twelve
miles from Jolinstown, News received
here by  the Pennsylvania  railrond
officials corroborates the statements that
Johnstown is nearly wiped out. The
signil tower people at Sang Hollow
stato that up to £ “o'clock they had
counted 119 persons  floating  pust on
wrrekage, somd  nlive and somo dead.
They rescued a boy, name unknown,
who said he and his father, mother;
brother and two sisters were swept away
with their house, H>» was washoed off
from the luilding, but the others woere
in it when it was carried over the new
stone railroad bridge at Jobhnstown, The
howse went to pigces then, and he thinks
all were drowned.

The First Alarm,

The clarm of danger seems to have
reachod Johmstown about 1 p. m.  The
ruilroud officinls at once began carrying

Buiting ts-atll stasding ; from Thomua' | TFoM- Oul S “Suwikss seig art Sapdioe
Lo Alma Hall not o building Is standing, |

and from Alwa Hall o the river the on- |
iy buildings standing are the Clab House, |
and the Morréll house and Dir. Lowman's
On Clinton Street the Hulbert Honse,
Geds, Fostor & Qainn’s, and nearly overy
other building went down. The B.& U,
station is left stand as a lone mosuwent
on Washington Street,

The ot Office i still standing but is
badly wrecked; nerrly all houses on the
river in Kernville were washed away ; it
wus sid that not a honse was left stund-
ing in Woodvale, and bhardly a sign of
one in Conemaugh ; South Fork, Cone-
maugh, und Mineral Puint, towns on lhel
bapk of the stream beiween the dam
aud Johnstown have not Leen heard |
from nnd are thought to be totally de-
stoyed ; the destruction of human life
wus terribie, there being probubly sev-
eral thousand people lost | the streols
were foll of dead this moming ; 1 saw
seven sl one point. Among the people
known here at home who are sepposed
10 be lost are Mrs. H, M. Ogle and daogh-
ter, Mr=. M. E. Huorst and grand-chil-
dren ; Cyrus Elder's mmily, Virg. Elder,
Johin Shaffer, Charles Gritfith, the Recks,
John Ditert and family, Scott Dibert,
Jacoh Swank, Abel Young, Mrs Jarmes|
Benfond, her daughters Maria and May,
and son Lou, M DeFrants, Ed. Hef
fley, from Stoyestown, Messrs. Eldridge
& Yoang, Harry Rosensteel, Henry Wor- |
den and family.

The residence of Mre, F. W, sy i=
down, and his family unheard of. Ouly
five people escaped from the Hulbert
House. 1 did not hear anything of Ferg |
Parker, Lot soppose ho escaped, together
with Capt. Kahn and wife, as they all
boarded at the Club [louse. Forty-two
persons were ssyved at Gon. Campbell’s
residence, hut | did not hesr their tames
The Manvion Hous was picked op and
earried by the back water out o the|
Sandyvale Cemetery.

The Cathalic ehurch and parsonage and |
Mr. Foster's house took fire last night,
snd fire either was started or occurned
by accident in the debris gathered at the
raifrond bridge lighting up the heavens |
und adding additional chastliness to the |
horrible seene. Hondreds of  people
were compelled to slay on the honsetops i
all night. |

{ We are unable, owing to the  luteness I
of e hour, to publish the entire inter- |
view. En] !

Mr. Jacoh der, who came from
Johnstown this tonon, sys 1hat it s
beyond the power of man 1o deseribe |
the awful devastation. Whole sections |
of the town are tefslly oblitesmted. The!
“rects in the opper purt of the eity am |
filled with frantic people searching for
loved nres ; strong men weep and are
ulterly prostratesl by the gigantic exlam-

) 1 impossible st the time he
il-tnl?rt lo‘.rl.uialothe lower part of the eity.

truins, others on hastily improvised spe-
cisls, Superintendent Pitcairn  hap-
prood to be in the vicioity and teok
charge of the work. The water finally
came down like n tidal wave, sweeping
evorything before it

As Scons from Bollvar,

Bowavam, Pa., June 1L.—The water is
higher hore than was ever known, and
tvwostory houses, barns, stables, whaole
furvsts of treos, outhouses, smokehouses,
railrond bridges, rafts, inverted skiffs
and driftwood by the ncre are rushing
past, from all of which imploring hands
were held out to thoss an the banks will-
itg but impotent to help, and the in-
stability of tracks cast of this place ren-
ders the only information to beé got of a
fugitive nnture, but for the most part
very socurate,

At Lockport, two miles enst, the con-
ditions for saving the people are more
favorable, and more than twenty persons

| have boen taken from the flood,

The First Great Rash of Water
was observed last evening at 7 o'clock,
and this came from the burst dam, just
above Johmstown. It came like a fren-
gied whirlpool, nnd before the people
conld rvalize it they were in its grasp,
Fortunately, cool heads and resolute
hamds wen: on the alért to save, and be-

| fure any of the people living o the low-

tying ground werecaught, all were taken
out inskills snd in the arms of gom-
booted and costed men to the high
ground. Their furniture was also
lurgely saved, so that the loss will' fall
upon hong= alone, and such live stock
gs was carried out of the stream.

Bo terrible wus the foree of the current
that the county bridge over the Cone-
muaugh. apperently a most substantial
structure, withstood the rush of waters
and the battering of logs for a few min-
utes, but finally it let go and its parts
were cast out into the river, and part of
the deliris already choked the wators. As

| early as 7:80 o'clock a great pile of drift-

wood that the whirl of waters them-
sclves imported into the drift was swept
along, and from it
Shrick Upon Shriek

for “help, help for God's sake!” came,
The horrified speetators on the shore saw
three women, to oue of whom were
clinging two children, neither of whom
was spparently more than an infant
The mapidity of the current and the
position of the raft. together with the
lack of facilities for rescuing, precluded
the pe=sibility of even thinking of the
matter, and (he raft passed out of sight.
The sereaums of the women and children,
ending ia their pleadiogs for aid, were
heand long after their craft was around
tho bend. The stream then became
thickly strewn with men, women and
children, clinging o all sorts of tempo-
rary means of salvation, and two men
and a woman clung madly to the tops of

huge trees, the men emulating the fe-
males in their shrieks fur help that it
was not possible to give.

AN AWFUL SIGHT.

People Warned of Its Possibillty of Burst-
ing. Lut Toe Late.

Prrrsivne, June 1.—It was stated st

the office of the Pennsylvania railroad,
at an early hour this moruing, that the
deaths would ran up into the thousands
rather than the hundreds, ws was at first
supposed. From private dispatches re
ceived, it is said that the stream of hu:
mun beings that was awept before the
angry floods was something most pit-
ful to behold. Men, women and chil
dren were carried along frantically
ehrieking for help, but their eries availed
them nothing. Rescus was impossible.
Husbands were awept past their wives
and children were borne rapidly slong
going at a terrible spead to certain deatk
before the eves of their terrorized and
frantic pavents. It was said at the depol
that it was impossible to estimate the
number whose lives were lost in (e
flood. It will simply be & matter of con
Jjecture for several days ss to who were
lost or who escaped.

Dispatcher Culp received several tele
grams Inst night, detailing the food at
Johmstown. The recont heavy rains had
swollen the old canal resorvoir at South
Fork, on the Conemaugh river, and fean
were entertained for its safety.

Warned toe No Parpose.

The basin contained water measuring
two miles across by five miles in length
and was seventy feet decp in the deepes:
place. The people of Johnstown were
warned of its possibility of bursting dur
ing the morning, but very fow, if any of
the inhabitants, took the warning seri
ously. Shortly after noon the dam gave
way about five miles above Johnstown
and sweeping everyihing before it burs
upon the town with terrible force.
Everything wns carried before it, ant
not an instant’s time was given to ssed
safety. Houses were demolished, swopt
from their foundations and carried ir
the flood to & culvert near the town
Here a mass of all manner of debris soor
lodged, and by ovening it had dammec
the water

o3 . Back Inte ths City,

over the topsof many of the still remain
ing chimneys, A dispatch to Dispatcher
Culp,received ahout 110'clock last night,
siid the Llockade at the Johnstowr
bridge was three-fourths of s mile long
and forty feot high, and was all on fire
The extent  of the damage
could mnot possibly be  estinated

At Disdrey i 1le.

Bramsvitig, Pa., Juns 1.—The food
in the Conemaugh river at this point &
the heaviest ever known here. At this
hour the railrond bridge between herv
and Blairsville intersection has bees
swept away, slso the new iron bridge at
Coketon, half a mile below. It is now
feared the iron bridge st the lower end
of this town will go. About 7 s'clock »
living woman and dead man, snpposed
to bo her husband, were seen going un
der the railroad bridge. They were soce
to come from under the bridge safely,
but shortly disappeared and were scez
no more,

A great many {amilies lose their house
hold goods.,  The river is running full of
smber, houses, gonds, ele.  The koas will
be heavy., The excitement bere is very
great. The river is still rising. Ther
sre some families below wwn in the
sevond-story  of their houses and eun’t
getouf, Itis feared if the water goe
much higher the loss of life will be very
great.  The milioad company bad fonr-
teen cars o coal en their bridge when it
went down, and all was swept down the
Tiver.

The Tewn of Seuth Ferk Wine! Out

Depny, Pa., June 1.—The tewn of
South Fork, which contained about 2,004
inhabitants, lay in the cours of the flood
which swept down from the broken dam
to Johnstown, and it iz believed that
four fifths of the town was ecarried
away. Four miles lower down is the vil-
lage of Mineral Poing, with 800 inhabi
tats. Tt scems difficult

down was Conemaugh, with 2,600 peo-
ple, but in this case the formation of the
country afforded hime chance fores
cape. Thetown itself was devastated.
Woodvale, with 800 people, lay still
further down, It suffered greatly.
From Willlamsport.

Whnriansrort, Pa, June J.—The
biggest flod since the memarial one of
1885 is mow in progres on the wes!
branch of thsmqmmﬂm.lwh
dnnnphw points north of
here, but commimication of all kinds
interfered with. Land slides are reported
all along the ] roads north
of here. At the waler is ris
ing at the mte of one end anehalf feed
per hour. A Talf dozen bridges have
been swept away and the streets of tiw
town are overflowed. The people are
going about in boate.

Silk Sun Uinbrellss, from $1.25 up.
Mm A F Usng,




